Oxidative aggression in atherosclerosis associated to degenerative psychoorganic disturbances.
We had in view the effect of the oxidative aggression as determinant factor in atherogenic process associated with degenerative psychoorganic disturbances. It was studied a group of old people distributed in two subgroups: a) 51 old people with atherosclerosis (AS) and b) 57 old people with atherosclerosis associated with degenerative psychoorganic disturbances determined by chronic ethylism. The results were compared to those of a 40 healthy adults group. Concomitantly, it were evaluated the supervened modifications in the antioxidant defense systems of the organism, by determining both of some nonenzymatic defense system components (reduced glutathione, ceruloplasmine and transferrin) and of some enzymatic defense system components (superoxide dismutase, catalase and glutathione peroxidase). The obtained results emphasize an important aggression exerted by the lipid peroxides against the old people organism, aggression that is amplified by the chronic ethylism with appearance of the degenerative psychoorganic disturbances. Generally, the antioxidant defense capacity of the old people organism is depressed, especially in the group with atherosclerosis associated with degenerative psychoorganic disturbances engendered by excessive and chronic alcohol intake.